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Thanksgiving 

Merry 

Christmas 

ɋ͖ ϬϠЖɯϕϢѦϠϧϢϥɯЏϠɯϧЫɯЏϤЕϟѲȮɯͺϧϢϜϟϲϦϔϧϘɯϧЖϠɯтϗсϠɯ͋ϨϤЮϢϨɌɯȹ͍ϔϧϛȭɯ̈́ȯƗȺ

Dear faithful and friends: 

 ñWe praise you, we bless you, we give 
thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord 
our God.ò 

 At every Liturgy, we sing these words of 
praise and thanksgiving. God deserves our 
praise and thanksgiving at all times. He 
created us, He provides for us. He saved us 
after the fall into sin. He restores us to 
Himself. He promises us an eternal home in 
heaven.  

 ñAlways and for everything give 
thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to God the father.ò The Bible says 
(Ephesians 5:20) 

 Giving thanks when all goes well is easy. 
Should we give thanks in adversity? ñGod 
whispers to us in our prosperity. He 
speaks to us in our comfort. He shouts to 
us in our adversity.ò A sophist wrote.  

 ñThank you prison. You taught me 
much!ò writes Alexander Solzynitsin, the 
former Nobel writer, who attributed his 
spiritual insight to years he spent in a 
communist prison. As we face the dangers 
of our time, with war in the Middle East, the 
famine and starvation in Africa and 
elsewhere, the threat of nations acquiring a 
nuclear arsenal and for that they may sell 
them, to warring nations, and God forbid to 
terrorists, we must never cease in 
thanksgiving and prayer. We need spiritual 
grace and wisdom, as do the leaders of 
nations confronted with world changing 
decisions. We need guidance to avoid the 
arrogance associated with power. We need 
to pray and give thanks with humility.  

 Thanksgiving reminds us that God alone 
is omnipotent, God alone is omniscient and 
aware of all the sides in every dispute. 
Therefore, God is our highest and final 
hope. It is never right to kill and be 
violent. It may be lesser of two evils at a 
given time. Yet, as long as we can, as long 
as it may be possible, we need first to seek 
peaceful solutions to our problemsé and 
Godôs wisdomò.  

ȷɔŬˊɖŰɞɑ ɄɘůŰɞɑ əŬɘ ūɑɚɞɘ, 

 çɆŮ ŬɜɡɛɜɞɨɛŮ, ůŮ ŭɞɝɞɚɞɔɞɨɛŮ, ůŮ 
ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɞɨɛŮ əŬɘ ˊɟɞůŮɡɢɧɛŬůŰŮ ůŮ ɆŮ, 
ȾɨɟɘŮ əŬɘ ŪŮɏ ɛŬɠè. 

 ɆŮ əɎɗŮ ɚŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ, ɣɏɚɜɞɡɛŮ ŬɡŰɎ ŰŬ ɚɧɔɘŬ 
ɨɛɜɖůɖɠ əŬɘ ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŬɠ. ȹɘəŬɑɤɠ ɡɛɜɞɨɛŮ əŬɘ 
ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɞɨɛŮ Űɞ ŪŮɧ ŬɜɎ ˊɎůŬ ůŰɘɔɛɐ. ȷɡŰɧɠ 
ɛŬɠ ɏˊɚŬůŮ. ɀŬɠ ˊŬɟŮɑɢŮ ɧɚŬ Űô ŬɔŬɗɎ. ɀŬɠ 
ɏůɤůŮ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ ˊɟɤˊŬŰɞɟɘəɧ ŬɛɎɟŰɖɛŬ. ɀŬɠ 
ɏűŮɟŮ ˊɑůɤ ůô AɡŰɧɜ. ɀŬɠ ɡˊɧůɢŮŰŬɘ Űɖɜ 
ŬɘɩɜɘŬ ɕɤɐ ůŰɞɡɠ ɞɡɟŬɜɞɨɠ.  

 çɄɎɜŰɞŰŮ, əŬɘ ɔɘŬ Űɞ əɎɗŮ Űɘ, ŭɑɜŮŰŮ 
ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŮɠ Ůɘɠ Űɞ ɧɜɞɛŬ Űɞɡ Ƚɖůɞɨ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨ 
ˊɟɞɠ Űɞɜ ˊŬŰɏɟŬ əŬɘ ŪŮɧ ɛŬɠè, ɛŬɠ ɚɏŮɘ ɖ 
ȷɔɑŬ ũɟŬűɐ (ȺűŮůɑɞɡɠ 5:20). 

 ɇɞ ɜŬ ŭɑɜɞɡɛŮ ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŮɠ ɧŰŬɜ ɧɚŬ ˊɎɜŮ 
əŬɚɎ, ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɞɚɨ Ůɨəɞɚɞ. ɄɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ŭɑɜɞɡɛŮ 
ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŮɠ əŬɘ ɧŰŬɜ ŬəɧɛŬ ŬɜŰɘɛŮŰɤˊɑɕɞɡɛŮ 
ŬɜŰɘɝɞɧŰɖŰŮɠ;  
 çɃ ŪŮɧɠ ɛŬɠ ɣɘɗɡɟɑɕŮɘ ůɖɜ ŮɡŰɡɢɑŬ ɛŬɠ. 
ɀŬɠ ɛɘɚɎŮɘ ůŰɖɜ ɎɜŮůɐ ɛŬɠ. ɀŬɠ űɤɜɎɕŮɘ ůŮ 
ůŰɘɔɛɏɠ ŬˊŮɚˊɘůɑŬɠè, ɏɔɟŬɣŮ ɏɜŬɠ ůɞűɘůŰɐɠ.  

çȺɡɢŬɟɘůŰɩ Űɖɜ űɡɚŬəɐ. ɀŮ ŭɑŭŬɝŮ ˊɞɚɚɎè, 
ɛŬɠ ɔɟɎűŮɘ ɞ ȷɚɏɝŬɜŭɟɞɠ ɆɞɚɕŮɜɑůəɘɜ, ɞ Ʌɩůɞɠ 
ɁɞɛˊŮɚɑůŰŬɠ ůɡɔɔɟŬűɏŬɠ, ɞ ɞˊɞɑɞɠ ŬˊɞŭɑŭŮɘ 
Űɖɜ ˊɜŮɡɛŬŰɘəɧŰɖŰɎ Űɞɡ ůŰŬ ɢɟɧɜɘŬ ˊɞɡ ɏɕɖůŮ 
ůŰɖ űɡɚŬəɐ.  

 Ⱥɜɩ ŬɜŰɘɛŮŰɤˊɑɕɞɡɛŮ Űɞɡɠ ůɖɛŮɟɘɜɞɨɠ 
əɘɜŭɨɜɞɡɠ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ˊɧɚŮɛɞ ůŰɖ ɀɏůɖ ȷɜŬŰɞɚɐ, 
Űɖɜ ˊŮɑɜŬ ůŰɖɜ ȷűɟɘəɐ əŬɘ Ŭɚɚɞɨ, Űɖɜ ŬˊŮɘɚɐ 
Űɖɠ ŮɝɎˊɚɤůɖɠ Űɤɜ ˊɡɟɖɜɘəɩɜ ɧˊɚɤɜ Ŭˊɧ 
ŰɟɞɛɞəɟɎŰŮɠ, ŭŮ ɗŬ ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ŭɘŬəɧɣɞɡɛŮ Űɘɠ 
ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŮɠ ɛŬɠ əŬɘ Űɘɠ ˊɟɞůŮɡɢɏɠ ɛŬɠ. ȰɢɞɡɛŮ 
ŬɜɎɔəɖ ˊɜŮɡɛŬŰɘəɐɠ űɩŰɘůɖɠ əŬɘ ůɤůŰɐɠ 
ɔɜɩůɖɠ, Űɧůɞ ŮɛŮɑɠ ɧůɞ əŬɘ ɞɘ Ŭɟɢɖɔɞɑ əɟŬŰɩɜ 
ˊɞɡ ˊŬɑɟɜɞɡɜ ůɞɓŬɟɏɠ əŬɘ əɟɑůɘɛŮɠ ŬˊɞűɎůŮɘɠ. 
ȰɢɞɡɛŮ ŬɜɎɔəɖ əŬɗɞŭɐɔɖůɖɠ, ɏɢɞɡɛŮ ŬɜɎɔəɖ 
ˊɟɞůŮɡɢɐɠ əŬɘ ŮɡɢŬɟɘůŰɑŬɠ ɛŮ ŰŬˊŮɑɜɤůɖ.  

ȼ ȼɛɏɟŬ Űɤɜ ȺɡɢŬɟɘůŰɘɩɜ ɛŬɠ ɡˊŮɜɗɡɛɑɕŮɘ ɧŰɘ 
 ɞ ŪŮɧɠ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɞ ɛɧɜɞɠ ɄŬɜŰɞŭɨɜŬɛɞɠ əŬɘ ɞ 
ˊŬɜŰŬɢɞɨ ɄŬɟɧɜ, ɩůŰŮ ɜŬ ɔɜɤɟɑɕŮɘ ɧɚŮɠ Űɘɠ 
űɎůŮɘɠ Űɞɡ əɎɗŮ ˊɟɞɓɚɐɛŬŰɞɠ. ũɘô ŬɡŰɧ, ɞ ŪŮɧɠ 
ŮɑɜŬɘ ɖ ɛɧɜɖ ɛŬɠ ŮɚˊɑŭŬ. ȼ ɓɑŬ ŭŮɜ ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɞŰɏ ɖ 
ŬˊɎɜŰɖůɖ ůô ɏɜŬ ˊɟɧɓɚɖɛŬ. Ȳůɤɠ ɛŮɟɘəɏɠ űɞɟɏɠ 
ɜŬ űŬɑɜŮŰŬɘ ůŬɜ Űɞ ɚɘɔɧŰŮɟɞ Ŭˊɧ ŭɨɞ əŬəɎ, 
ŬɚɚɎ ˊɟɩŰŬ ɗŬ ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜô ŬˊɞɕɖŰɞɨɛŮ Űɖɜ 
Ůɘɟɖɜɘəɐ ɚɨůɖ ůŰŬ ˊɟɞɓɚɐɛŬŰɎ ɛŬɠ... əŬɘ Űɖɜ 
ůɞűɑŬ Űɞɡ ŪŮɞɨ. 

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Pastrikos  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRIEST 
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Reverend Father Nicholas Pastrikos, Priest 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
ȺȿȿȼɁȽȾȼ ɃɅŪɃȹɃɂɃɆ ȺȾȾȿȼɆȽȷ ȷũȽɃɈ ũȺɋɅũȽɃɈ 

Parish Ministries 

The Voice of St. George 
Published bi-monthly by the  

St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 
1101 River Rd, Piscataway, NJ 08854 

Tel.: 732-463-1642 
Fax: 732-699-9309 

E-mail: stgeorge@gocnj.org 
 

Editor in Chief: Alexandra Avgitidis 
Committee Members: Katina Kehayas, 
Katerina Makridaki-Rompos. 
 
Periodical postage paid at Kilmer, NJ 
08817, Permit # 379. The Voice of St. 
George is produced entirely in-house. 
Past issues can be found on the internet 
at www.stgeorgepiscataway.org  
Subscription is free for the members of 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church. 
 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to St. George GOC, 1101 River Road, 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 

Philoptochos Society - ñSt. Barbaraò 

Virginia Theokas, President 

Maggie Stavrianidis, Vice President 

Eleni Andronikou, Rec. Secretary 

Kanella Anastasatos, Cor. Secretary 

Georgia Kouridakis, Treasurer 

Evangelia Manolakis, Asst. Treasurer 

 

Sunday School 

Lemonia Malahias Miko,  

Paul Stevens, Maggie Stavrianidis 

 

Greek School      

Panos Georgopoulos, Superintendent   

Toula Karamarkos, Principal        

Sofia Amaxopoulos, Teacher 

Katerina Kourti, Teacher 

Chrisoula Plias, Teacher 

 

JOY/HOPE & Love & Faith  

Christina Heiden, Anna Lorino 

 

 

Parent Teacher Organization        

Athinoulla Bizos, Co-President 

Lefkie Hadjiloucas , Co-President 

Irene Kehayas Drakopoulos - Vice President 

Sophia Georges Voudouris, Secretary  

Maria Kavouras, Treasurer 

 

GOYA 

Jason Stavrianidis, President    

Kristina Doninger, Vice-President  

Anastasia Kantilierakis, Corresp. Secr. 

Angela Polos, Rec. Secretary 

Alexandra Jennings, Treasurer 

Alexia Kostis, Historian 

 

GOYA Advisors   

Fotini Mangafas, Head Advisor 

Rita Polos, Peter Sirimis, George Kostis 

Aliki Doninger, Sandy Kalogridis 

Effie Vlahos, Chrisoula DeLaurentis 

Eleni Apostolakis 

Church Organizations 

 
 

Church Committees 
GET INVOLVED 

We need your help! Sign Up, Make a Difference, Have Fun! 
Call the Church Office 732.463.1642 

Annual St. George Dinner Dance 
Bookmobile 
Capital Improvements 
Choir 
Elections 
Events/Fund Raising 
Greek Festival 
Greek Independence Day Parade 
Greek School 
Historic Committee 
House & Grounds 
 

Insurance 
Library 
Memorial Fund 
Parking ï Rutgers 
New Parking Lot 
Public Relations 
Religious Artifacts 
Stewardship 
Sunday School 
Technology Services 
Voice of St. George 

Parish Council 
 

President 
George Zalokostas 

 
 

Vice President / Administration 
Lampros Ⱥ. Bourodimos, PhD, PE 

 

 

Vice President / Operations 
George Athanasopoulos 

 

Secretary 
Dimitra Bairaktaris 

 

Treasurer 
Maria Kaouris-Christodoulatos 

 

Members 
Demetrios Anastasatos 
Constantine Apostolakis 
Frank Araps, Esq. 
Peter Combates 

Nicholas Koumarianos 
John Mellos 
John Millas 

Jerry Moschonas 
Stephanie Sgourakis 
Dean Solomos 

To  Our St. George Parishioners  

The above ministries are the lifeblood of our parish and perform many activities to promote the 
growth of our church. Your participation in these organizations makes our community more 
spiritually complete. 



 

November/December 2016  Page 3 

ECCLESIASTICAL  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES  

Matins 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
Weekday Services 9 a.m. 

ȺȾȾȿȼɆȽȷɆɇȽȾɃ 

ȺɃɅɇɃȿɃũȽɃ  

ȳɟɗɟɞɠ 9:00 ́ .ɛ. ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ 10:00 ́ .ɛ. 
ȾŬɗɖɛŮɟɘɜɏɠ ɩɟŮɠ 9 ˊ.ɛ. 

DECEMBER 

 Sunday   4 Saint Barbara/10th Sunday of Luke 
 Tuesday   6 Saint Nicholas 
 Sunday 11 11th Sunday of Luke 
 Monday 12 Saint Spyridon 
 Sunday 18 Sunday before the Nativity of Christ 
 Saturday 24 Christmas Eve 
 Sunday 25 Nativity of Christ 
 Tuesday 27 Saint Stephanos 

ȹȺȾȺɀȸɅȽɃɆ 

 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ  4 ȷɔɑŬɠ ȸŬɟɓɎɟŬɠ 
 ɇɟɑŰɖ  6 ȷɔɑɞɡ ɁɘəɞɚɎɞɡ 
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 11 Ƚȷȭ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ ȿɞɡəɎ 
 ȹŮɡŰɏɟŬ 12 ȷɔɑɞɡ Ɇˊɡɟɑŭɤɜɞɠ 
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 18 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ ˊɟɞ Űɖɠ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨ ũŮɜɜɐůŮɤɠ 
 ɆɎɓɓŬŰɞ 24 ɄŬɟŬɛɞɜɐ ɉɟɘůŰɞɡɔɏɜɜɤɜ 
     ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 25  ȼ ũɏɜɜɖůɘɠ Űɞɡ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨ 
          ɇɟɑŰɖ 27 ȷɔɑɞɡ ɆŰŮűɎɜɞɡ 

ɁɃȺɀȸɅȽɃɆ 

      ɇɟɑŰɖ   1 ȾɞůɛɎ & ȹŬɛɘŬɜɞɨ Űɤɜ ȷɜŬɟɔɨɟɤɜ 
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ   6 ȼȭ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ Űɞɡ ȿɞɡəɎ   
 ɇɟɑŰɖ   8 ɆɨɜŬɝɘɠ ɇŬɝɘŬɟɢɩɜ ɀɘɢŬɐɚ əŬɑ ũŬɓɟɘɐɚ 
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 13 Ūȭ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ  ȿɞɡəɎ   
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 20 Ƚȭ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ ȿɞɡəɎ 
 ȹŮɡŰɏɟŬ 21 ȺůɧŭɘŬ Űɖɠ ŪŮɞŰɧəɞɡ 
 ɄɏɛˊŰɖ 24 ȼɛɏɟŬ ȺɡɢŬɟɘůŰɘɩɜ 
ɄŬɟŬůəŮɡɐ 25 ȷɔɑŬɠ ȷɘəŬŰŮɟɑɜɖɠ 
 ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ 27 Ƚũȭ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ ȿɞɡəɎ 
 ɇŮŰɎɟŰɖ 30 ȷɔɑɞɡ ȷɜŭɟɏŬ 

NOVEMBER 

 Tuesday   1 Saints Kosmas & Damian 
 Sunday   6 7th Sunday of Luke 
 Tuesday   8 Synaxis Michael, Gabriel 
 Sunday 13 8th Sunday of Luke 
 Sunday 20 9th Sunday of Luke 
 Monday 21 Entrance of the Theotokos 
 Thursday 24 Thanksgiving Liturgy 
 Friday 25 Saint Catherine 
 Sunday 27 13th  Sunday of Luke 
 Wednesday 30 Saint Andrew  

  Baptisms       Weddings  

 
September 4 ȹŬɜɘɐɚ 
 Son of Efstathio & Danielle Eleftheriou 
 Godparents: George & Eleni Papadakis  
 

September 25  ɁɘəɧɚŬɞɠ ȷɜŰɩɜɘɞɠ 
 Son of John & Irene Saia 
 Godparents: Katerina & Elias Manolakis 
 
October 1 ȺɡŬɔɔŮɚɑŬ Ⱥɘɟɐɜɖ 
 Daughter of Emmanuel & Manal Serviou 
 Godparent: Maria Arhontoulis 
 
October 29 ɆŰŬɛŬŰɑŬ 
 Daughter of Ken & Pagona Topolewski 
 Godparent: Costantina Afionis 

OUR PARISH ð OUR PEOPLE 

October 1 John Francis Lalley, III & Kristy Danielle Karas 
  Koumbaroi: James & Nikki Karas 
 

 

Funerals 

May Their Memory Be Eternal 

    October 22 Konstantinos Manolas 

    October 27  Efthymia Carzis     

 

All donations to the Memorial Fund are greatly appreciated. As we all know, we have a beautiful Memorial Tree 
located in the Memorial Room of the Community Center. Anyone wishing to purchase a leaf ($350), a dove ($2,000), 
or a stone ($1,500) in memory of a loved one, ñMay their memory be eternal,ò please contact either John Stroumtsos 
or Fr. Nick Pastrikos by calling the church office 732.463.1642. 

ST. GEORGE MEMORIAL FUND 
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The Altar Boy groups for 2016-2017 have been formed, but not closed! If your son would like to serve in the Altar 
and he is 10 years old or older, please let Fr. Nicholas know as soon as possible. Altar boys are required to be in the 
Altar on the Sundays that they are scheduled, no later than 10:10 a.m. All Captains are asked to be in the Altar a little 
earlier, by 10:00 a.m. to make sure that everything is ready and to set instructions from Fr. Nicholas as to what will be 
happening for that day. As always, the appropriate dress code for all Altar boys that are serving, without exception is 
recommended: dress shirt, tie, dress socks and dress shoes. No one will be admitted in the Altar with a polo shirt, 
jeans, sneakers or boat shoes. All Altar boys, if they are not serving in the Altar, are required to be in Sunday School. 
This rule will be strictly adhered to, because attendance will be taken every Sunday for All Altar Boys.   

 

GROUP A  

Apostoli Petsanas (Captain) 

George Bizos (Co-Captain) 

George DeLaurentis 

Seraphim Sirimis 

Iacovos Georgiou 

Andreas Hadjiloucas 

Andreas Bizos  

 

GROUP B 

Jason Stavrianidis (Captain) 

Michael Gianoukakis (Co-
Captain) 

Kyriakos Sirimis 

Andreas Apostolakis 

Julius Bourodimos 

Evangelos Kambitsis 

Dimitri Hirshman  

 

GROUP C 

Dino Zalokostas (Captain) 

Vasilis Petrou (Co-Captain) 

Konstantinos Stavrianidis 

Gabriel Sirimis 

Tasos Chronis 

Yiannis Petrakis 

                               

 

GROUP D  

Nicholas Koutsoubis (Captain) 

Konstantinos Hantsoulis (Co-
Captain) 

John Kavouras 

Demetrios Gad 

Antonis Kalogridis 

Demetri Kalogridis 

Markos Hantsoulis 

ALTAR BOYS SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2016 

  Sunday, November 6  Group A   Sunday, December 4 Group A 

  Sunday, November 13    Group B   Sunday, December 11       Group B 

  Sunday, November 20   Group C   Sunday, December 18 Group C 

  Sunday, November 27  Group D   Saturday, December 24 Group D (Christmas Eve) 

        Sunday, December 25 Group A (Christmas Day) 

         

"Food For Thought" is a project of the Middlesex County Office 
of Culture and Heritage to document and celebrate the lives, tra-
ditions, and myriad rituals that tell the history of the people of 
New Jersey. By interviewing new immigrants and 1st/2nd gener-
ation Americans, the project captures original oral histories be-
fore these disappear from memory or yield to the pressures of 
contemporary society. Rooted in the commonality of food, the 
stories are a social history that tell the experience of assimilation 
into American society and preservation of traditions. You are 
invited to share your memories and recollections of arriving in 
America, growing, gathering, or shopping for food with parents 
or grandparents, stories of celebrations, holidays, festive ban-
quets and cultural or religious traditions in which foods were an 
important component. We are also collecting recipes of 
"grandmaôs" special treats and from immigrant groups that have 
added to the American palette. If you would like to share your 
family story please contact Arete Bouhlas-Tzovolos to set up an 
interview: 732.236.2108; abouhlas@yahoo.com.  

ñFOOD FOR THOUGHTò - CULTURE AND HERITAGE 

ALTAR BOYS GROUPS FORMED 
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 Unfortunately, when most of us hear or read the word 
ñStewardship,ò we instinctively think of it spelled as 
ñ$tewardship,ò a code word for giving money to church. It may 
be politely asked for. It may be clothed in pious language. It may 
be linked to giving of time and talents. But, in the end, 
stewardship still means, for most of us: ñI must give some of my 
money so that we can operate the church.ò 

 However, we may have not yet learned to spell this key word 
as ñS+ewardship.ò  The Bible from beginning to end identifies 
what we now call stewardship as a way of life centered on God.  
And for Christians, this means discipleship centered on Jesus 
Christ as Crucified and Risen Lord.  The cross thus dramatically 
signifies both our identity as disciples of Christ and our calling to 
a life of sacrificial giving directed toward God, others, and all 
creation. 

 Many people know how to raise money. There are 
professional experts who work full time. There are more opinions 
and ideas than parishes know what to do with. And, in fact, 
raising funds has become a favorite American pastime for public 
and private schools, political parties, charitable organizations, and 
legions of athletic and recreational activities. Who needs another 
fund-raising campaign when we are already inundated with them! 

 But while there are legions of experts, opinions, and efforts, 
how many of us are genuinely committed to Christ and the 
Church and have learned a sound teaching about stewardship 
based upon Holy Scripture? 

 Jesus Christ sets the true standard of Christian stewardship by 
which we can measure ourselves. Our stewardship of the good 
news of salvation should be shown in the following ways: 

 Creation - joyful appreciation for the wonder and beauty of 
nature; protection and preservation of the environment; bringing 
the gifts of creation to the Church for blessing (altar bread, wine, 
fruits, oil, incense, etc.); development of the material world 
through holy work (physical labor, professions, arts and sciences); 
respect for and protection of the sanctity of human life from 
conception to death. 

 Vocation - fulfillment of our God-given calling in life as 
married or single people, adult or child, working or retired, clergy 
or laity, to extend the love and truth of God in Christ to those 
around us. 

 Church - becoming active participants in working out our 
salvation as members of the Orthodox Church through the 
Christian nurture of children, regular worship and fellowship; 
spiritual formation through on-going education; service to one 
another and to the poor, sick, and needy; cooperating to make our 
parish a vibrant source of faith and work; and supporting 
Metropolitan, Archdiocesan, and international ministries that link 
us to the worldwide Church. 

 In a culture that frequently encourages us to focus on 
ourselves, Jesus Christ challenges us to re-orient our priorities 
according to the Kingdom of God breaking into this world. The 
antidote to greed and selfishness, even when it is masked by 
religious piety, is genuine repentance and conversion toward 
Christian steward-ship as a new way of living. And what joy there 
is now for those who turn toward God, learning and living as 
stewards of the manifold grace that has been offered to us through 
Christ in the Church!  

 

STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

Any person can give any amount for Stewardship. However, to be 
considered a member in good standing, to participate in the 
sacraments of Baptism or Wedding, and to have one vote in the 
General Assembly, the following minimums must be met: 

¶ $350 for single adult or husband and wife (age 18-64): one 
vote (if both the husband and wife pay $350); ($700 total, 
both can vote) 

¶ $250 for a married senior couple (Age 65+): one vote (if 
both the husband and wife pay $200); ($400 total, both can 
vote) 

¶ $200 for single senior and college student (age 18-24, must 
show proof of attending college full time) 

¶ Greater than the required contributions: those who have 
been blessed financially, should consider a greater 
contribution. 

ȷɄȷȽɇȼɆȺȽɆ ȺȾɃɈɆȽȷɆ ȺȽɆūɃɅȷɆ 

Ƀ əŬɗɏɜŬɠ ɛˊɞɟŮɑ ɜŬ ˊɟɞůűɏɟŮɘ ɧ,Űɘ ɛˊɞɟŮɑ. ȳɛɤɠ, ɔɘŬ ɜŬ 
ɗŮɤɟɖɗŮɑŰŮ əŬɜɞɜɘəɧ ɛɏɚɞɠ, ɜŬ ɛˊɞɟŮɑŰŮ ɜŬ ˊɎɟŮŰŮ ɛɏɟɞɠ ůŰŬ 
MɡůŰɐɟɘŬ Űɖɠ ȸɎˊŰɘůɖɠ əŬɘ Űɞɡ ũɎɛɞɡ əŬɘ ɜŬ ɏɢŮŰŮ ŭɘəŬɑɤɛŬ 
ɛɑŬɠ ɣɐűɞɡ ůŰɖɜ ũŮɜɘəɐ ɆɡɜɏɚŮɡůɖ, ŬˊŬɘŰɞɨɜŰŬɘ ɞɘ əɎŰɤɗɘ 
ŮɚɎɢɘůŰŮɠ Ůɘůűɞɟɏɠ: 

¶ $350 ŬɜɎ ŬɜɨˊŬɜŰɟɞ ɎŰɞɛɞ ɐ ɞɘəɞɔɏɜŮɘŬ (18-64 ŮŰɩɜ): ɛɑŬ 
ɣɐűɞɠ (ŮɎɜ ɞ ůɨɕɡɔɞɠ əŬɘ ɖ ůɨɕɡɔɞɠ ˊɚɖɟɩůɞɡɜ $350 
ɏəŬůŰɞɠ (ůɨɜɞɚɞ $700) ɣɖűɑɕɞɡɜ əŬɘ ɞɘ ŭɨɞ) 

¶ $250 ŬɜɎ ɖɚɘəɘɤɛɏɜɞ ɕŮɡɔɎɟɘ (Ɏɜɤ Űɤɜ 65 ŮŰɩɜ): ɛɑŬ ɣɐűɞɠ 
(ŮɎɜ ɞ ůɨɕɡɔɞɠ əŬɘ ɖ ůɨɕɡɔɞɠ ˊɚɖɟɩůɞɡɜ $200 ɏəŬůŰɞɠ 
(ůɨɜɞɚɞ $400), ɣɖűɑɕɞɡɜ əŬɘ ɞɘ ŭɨɞ) 

¶ $200 ɔɘŬ ɛɧɜɞɡɠ ɖɚɘəɘɤɛɏɜɞɡɠ əŬɘ űɞɘŰɖŰɏɠ (18-24 ŮŰɩɜ, 
ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ŬˊɞŭŮɑɝɞɡɜ ɧŰɘ ŮɑɜŬɘ űɞɘŰɖŰɏɠ): ɛɑŬ ɣɐűɞɠ 

¶ ɄɏɟŬɜ Űɞɡ əŬɗɞɟɘůɛɏɜɞɡ ˊɞůɞɨ: ɧůɞɘ ɏɢɞɡɜ ŮɡɚɞɔɖɗŮɑ ɛŮ 
ɞɘəɞɜɞɛɘəɐ ŮɡɢɏɟŮɘŬ, ɗŬ ˊɟɏˊŮɘ ɜŬ ˊɟɞůűɏɟɞɡɜ ˊŮɟɘůůɧŰŮɟɞ 
Ŭˊɧ ɧ,Űɘ əŬɗɞɟɑɕŮŰŬɘ ŬɜɤŰɏɟɤ. 

$tewardship or S+ewardship?  
by Father Harry Pappas 

Pastor of Archangels Greek Orthodox Church, Stamford, CT 

During this Holiday season and all year, remember your Church is always here for you. If you have not joined us 
for Sunday services in a while, please consider coming to Church and becoming a member.  
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100th Anniversary Committee 
ñHonoring our Legacy, Today and Foreverò  

 
November 2016 

On behalf of the 100th Anniversary Committee, I wish to thank everyone who participated in the Anniversary Celebration Week, 
from October 15 ï 22, 2016.  With your participation and support, we had successful events commemorating our 100th 
Anniversary. 

Saturday, October 15th, ñCelebration of Life, Honoring our Legacy, Today and Foreverò 

Our program at the Highland Park High School had over 200 attendees.  The program began with proclamations and resolutions 
provided by federal and local government.  We also had the award winners of the art contest and two dance performances from our 
G.O.Y.A and Cretan Society. We had two highlights during our program, the first being the honoring of our past presidents of the 
St. George Community.  23 past presidents and/or their family representatives received a plaque recognizing their efforts.  Our 
second highlight was a video-documentary commemorating the growth of our community in the past 100 years. 

Sunday, October 16th, ñAnniversary Divine Liturgyò 

Sunday, October 16th commemorated the 100th year anniversary of our first liturgy.  The community was blessed to have His 
Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey officiate the Divine Liturgy, followed by a luncheon in the AHEPA Hall.  

Saturday, October 22nd, ñAnniversary Gala Celebrationò 

Over 400 members and friends of St. George, Piscataway, NJ community celebrated the 100th anniversary of the annual dance at 
the Pines Manor.  All in attendance enjoyed a program with a few remarks, a beautiful meal and entertainment through out the 
evening.  The highlight of the dance was the honoring of Mrs. Mary Kuklakis, by His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of New 
Jersey.  Mrs. Kuklakis is the eldest member of the community. 

As we come to the close of the 100th Anniversary, I wish to share with the community how proud I am to be a member of the St. 
George community and being part of a hard working committee.  I wish to thank each of the members personally for their time and 
efforts over the past year and a half.  Your commitment and dedication to St. George is appreciated by all. 

Committee: John Lyssikatos, Reverend Father Nicholas Pastrikos, George Zalokostas, Sophia Albanese, George 
Athanasopoulos, Eleni Banis, Arete Bouhlas-Tzovolos, Lampros E. Bourodimos,  Evangeline Emanuel, Jimmy Exarchakis, Sophie 
Exarchakis, Irene Frangos, James W. Karamanos, Vassilis Keramidas, Yvonne Lyssikatos, Fotini Mangafas, Emmanuel 
Manioudakis, Pauline Ploussiou,  Maggie Stavrianidis, Viveca Sulich, Charlie Theokas. 

On a final note, the committee will be working to finalize the ad journal 
and a DVD commemorating our 100th Anniversary.  The ad journal will 
be a hard covered book, providing the history of the church, our priests, 
organizations/societies and achievements during the past 100 years.  A 
free copy will be provided for each commemorative ad placed in the 
journal.  The committee will also be selling a copy of the ad journal for 
those who did not purchase an ad.  The DVD will have the 
documentary-video, video from our celebration week and photos 
captured during the past 100 years.  This will also be available for 
purchase to all of our members.  Our goal will be to have the two items 
available before the end of the year. 

We look forward toward celebrating the churchôs next 100 years! 

God Bless, 
John Lyssikatos, Committee Chairman 
732-261-5226   jlyssikatos@mac.com   

mailto:jlyssikatos@mac.com

